
Caravita Community Guidelines for Worship During COVID-19  

 

Dear Parishioners, Friends and Visitors, 

Welcome back to Caravita to pray and celebrate together. Please review and abide by the following 

safety rules established by the Vicariate of Rome, the pastoral team, and the council. They have been 

developed with the intention of balancing prudence and safety for all with prayerful worship and 

sound theology, keeping in mind the ancient maxim “lex orandi, lex credendi.” 

Fr. Anthony SooHoo, SJ 

Fr. Tony Currer 

Draft 27 May 2020 

 

ATTENTION: Maximum number of people allowed in this church: 50 

 

PROHIBITED ENTRY: 

Anyone with body temperature equal to or greater than 37.5 C (99.5 F) or who has had contact with 

someone who has tested positive with the Corona Virus (COVID19) in the past two weeks. 

 

EVERYONE IS OBLIGATED TO: 

 Enter and exit only through indicated doors, respecting a distance of 1.5 meters from others 

 Wear a mask (except to consume communion) 

 Sanitize your hands upon entry into the church. 

 Please maintain appropriate social distancing (a minimum of 1.5 m) before, during, and after the 

liturgy.  

 Please be seated in designated spaces and refrain from moving the chairs  

 Please avoid entering the sacristy while the celebrant is robing. 

 Coronavirus spreads primarily through contact with the respiratory droplets. Please be mindful of the 

potential to spread the virus when speaking.  

 During this time, communal singing during liturgy is suspended. 

 Instead of exchanging the sign of peace through physical contact, offer a wave, bow, nod, or other 

appropriate gesture to your neighbor. 

 Receive Holy Communion at your seat. The celebrant will come to you and place the host in your 

hands. The priest may instead invite people forward by rows, with social distancing maintained. 

Please receive in silence as the priest will say, “the Body of Christ” only once before distribution. 

 Offerings for the support of the parish can be made in the baskets provided, according to the 

directions of the celebrant. They will not be collected during the offertory. 

 Use Worship Aids sent via email. If you print the aid, please take it out of the church with you.  

 

Thank you for your cooperation and we are so happy to have you back with us.  We will continue 

to livestream our Masses via Zoom. Please be aware that some live images from inside the church 

may be included in the Zoom broadcast. 

  



Guidelines for Celebrants  

 There will be no incense. 

 Process directly from the sacristy to the altar. 

 Kissing the altar is at your discretion.  

 The celebrant will only wear a mask for the distribution of communion. Also, while listening to 

the Word of God the priest should, like others, wear a mask. 

 We will not use the wireless microphone. There will be a microphone at the altar. 

 After offering the gifts, the priest should take the water to the credence table for the lavabo.  

 The "priest's host" will be consumed by the priest alone. Other hosts will be in a separate 

ciborium covered with a purificator until the distribution of communion when the priest is 

wearing a mask. 

 After receiving communion, the priest will return to the credence table, place mask, purify hands 

with gel, then put on gloves. 

 Approach the seat of each communicant and drop the host into their outstretched hands. 

 After communion, the priest takes the paten and chalice to the credence table where he purifies 

them.  

 

Guidelines for Servers 

 Before mass, place hosts and a small amount of wine on the credence table. Sanitize hands and 

wear gloves before handling the hosts. 

 Place other materials on the credence table as usual. 

 After the entrance, place the prayer book on the altar while the celebrant goes to his seat for the 

greeting.  The priest can then approach the altar to read the collect.  

 During the offertory hymn, bring bread, wine, cup, and water to the altar.  

 

Guidelines for Greeters 

 Greet arrivals as normal. 

 Hymnals will not be distributed. 

 Invite early arrivers to sit toward the front. 

 You do not need to get volunteers to bring up the gifts. 

 Politely ask people to put on their mask and offer a mask to anyone without one who wishes to 

enter. 

 If we have printed worship aids, invite them to pick one up themselves and to take it with them at 

the end of mass. The intention if for most people to have the worship aid on their phones. 

 If worship aids are left behind, let the sisters who clean after every service remove them. 

 

Guidelines for Readers 

 If you practice before mass, please respect the 1.5 meter distance from others. 



 If you will need to touch the lectionary, please don single use gloves before approaching the 

ambo. 

 Do not touch or adjust the microphone. 

 If you wish to sanitize the microphone before your reading, do so with the wipes provided. 

 Please do not leave copy of prayers of the faithful at ambo. 

 You may remove your mask to read. 

 

 

Guidelines for Choir 

 To be added at a later phase 

 

 

 

 


